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What the Arts Can Teach Us  

About In -Depth Learning  



The Common Core & the Arts 

    The great news is that the Common Core 
Standards call on so many things the arts do 
well. The tradition of  careful observation, 
attention to evidence and artistsõ choices, the 
love of taking an artistõs work seriously lies at 
the heart of  these standards.  

                                  ð David Coleman, architect & primary author           
         of  the Common Core ELA Standards and                               
         president of  The College Board, 2013  

      



The Common Core emphasizes skills, knowledge & 

processes that can be carried across all areas of  learning: 
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   Graphic from MOCA/Los Angeles USD presentation on CCSS, òCreativity, Critical Thinking, and the New Common Core Standards,ó  Conejo, Sampaio, Hoel. 



The Arts Can Lead the Way! 

ÅHow can the arts  

lead in teaching 

innovative ways to 

think, learn and work 

that are relevant & 

meaningful to 21st 

century students? 



What the Arts & the CCSS 

Have in COMMONé 

They both ask students to develop 

ÅCREATIVITY , INNOVATION and 

INQUIRY  

ÅCRITICAL, FLEXIBLE THINKING  

ÅCOMMUNICATION  skills  

ÅCOLLABORATION  

 



21st Century Skills ð defined by  

the CCSS, provided by the Arts: 

   Observing details, describing, imagining, elaborating, 

problem solving, analyzing , synthesizing, evaluating, 

reflecting, adapting, thinking divergently, questioning 

assumptions, using relevant evidence to support an argument, 

engaging , persisting, understanding abstract ideas, 

visioning , playing, thinking flexibly & 

independently , empathizing , being OK with 
ambiguity, experimenting, communicating, 

understanding other points of view, recognizing patterns and analogs, 

thinking metaphorically, combining divergent 

concepts, staying open to new ideas, being 
original, taking risks, innovating , 

collaborating , transforming 



Connecting the Arts  

to the Common Core 

ÅElements of  the Common Core Standards reference the 

same broad goals and thinking skills highlighted in the 

2013 NCCAS National Arts Standards. 

ÅThe arts are explicitly present in more than 40 of  the 

Common Core reading standards.  

ÅNon-print texts like dance, music, theater, film, visual and 

media arts help students develop Common Core skills and 

knowledge .                                                   

 ð     December, 2012, Arts & Common Core Final Report, National Coalition for Core Arts Standards 



Inquiry: the Heart of  the Arts  

& the Common Core 
Å The Common Core 

supports inquiry ð 
rigorous, deep, evidence-
based learning.  

Å Inquiry is central to creative 
process in the arts:              
                                   
Åinvestigating & exploring                                          
       
Åposing & solving complex 

;                                          
         
Åconstructing, analyzing,    
revising, reflecting, & 
assessing 

 

  



Reading to Make Meaning: 

Seeing Art as Text 

  

 Å The Common Core 

promotes studying art       

as a way to build reading 

comprehension across    

the K-12 curriculum.  

 



Reading the Word & Reading the World  

ÅThe Common Core asks 

students to read text for 

depth of  knowledge, 

meaning & interpretation. 

 

 

 

ÅThe Arts ask students to read 

diverse artistic òtextsó that 

awaken their senses to new 

meanings and interpretations. 

 

 



The Arts in the Standards 

ÅGrade 2 Reading Standard for Literature #4:               

Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, 

alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and 

meaning in a story, poem, or song.  

 

ÅGrade 5 Reading Standard for Literature #7:                

Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text 

(e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, 

folktale, myth, poem).   



The Arts in the Standards 

ÅGrade 9-10 Reading Standard for Literature #7: 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, requires 
students to:  

    òAnalyze the representation of a subject or a key 
scene in two different artistic mediums including 
what is emphasized or absent in each treatment     
(e.g., Audenõs òMusée des Beaux Artsó and 
Breughelõs Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).ó              
    ð pg. 46, California CCSS 

  

 



The Arts require students toé 

DEVELOP CRAFTé 

ÅLearning to òreadó & 

apply the artistic 

conventions & language 

of  visual & performing 

arts 

 

 



ENGAGE & PERSISTé 

 

Å To work with relevant, 

complex problems  

Å To focus & concentrate 

Å To persevere at a task or in 

solving a problem until it 

is completed 

 

 



ENVISION & 

EXPRESSé 

 

Å To imagine possible 

next steps in creating        

a work or solving a 

problem 

Å To clearly express an     

idea, a feeling or    

personal meaning 

 



OBSERVE & REFLECTé 

 

Å To notice more closely &      

to see what is not     

ordinarily seen 

Å To reflect on & talk about 

oneõs own work 

Å To evaluate oneõs own & 

othersõ work in relation       

to standards in the field 



STRETCH & 

EXPLOREé 

Å To reach beyond oneõs 

capacities 

Å To explore playfully 

without a preconceived 

plan or known 

outcomes 

Å To see mistakes as 

opportunities to think      

in new ways 


